

February 23, 1982 




The Honorable Alexander Haig, Jr. 

Secretary of State r?i 88gBfiWil8jaE$ 5 

Department' of State 
2201 C Street B.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20520 ■ 

Dear Secretary Haig: 

I am writing to express my concern for Rodolpho Joan Begnardi 
who has been imprisoned by the Argentine government since 1975, 
when he was apparently arrested because of his trade union activities. 
At this time, Sr. Begnardi is being held without charges or trial 
in Onidad Penetenciaria No. 9 LaPlata, “at the disposal of the 
Rational Executive Power* under state of seige regulations. 

Senora Begnardi, arrested at the same time, was released last 
September and was allowed to come to the United States with her 
son. Sr. Begnardi has applied for the Right of "Option" to be 
exiled rather than remain in prison. However, his application 
has been continually turned down. 

This situation distresses me a great deal, since Sr. Begnardi 
has not committed any crime, but was arrested for legitimate 
trade union activities. His continued detention causes some 
concern about the sincerity of the recent pledges of respect 
for human rights by the Argentine government, including their 
signing of the O.N. Declaration of Human Rights. 

I urge the State Department to investigate this matter and 
try and convince the government of Argentina to release Sr. 

Begnardi and allow him tc rejoin his family in the United 
States. I appreciate any help that you are able to give in 
this matter and look forard to hearing from you at your earliest 


With kindest regards. 
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